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Executive
Summary

This is the sixth edition of the Global Terrorism Index (GTI). The report provides a comprehensive
summary of the key global trends and patterns in terrorism over the last 20 years, covering the
period from the beginning of 1998 to the end of 2017.

The GTl is produced by the Institute for Economics & Peace
(IEP) based on data from the Global Terrorism Database (GTD).
Data for the GTD is collected and collated by the National
Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to
Terrorism (START) at the University of Maryland. The GTD
contains over 170,000 terrorist incidents for the period 1970 to
2017.

Deaths from terrorism fell for the third consecutive year, after
peaking in 2014. The total number of deaths fell by 27 per cent
between 2016 and 2017, with the largest falls occurring in Iraq
and Syria. Iraq recorded over 5,000 fewer deaths from
terrorism in 2017, while Syria recorded over 1,000 fewer deaths.
The fall in deaths was reflected in scores on the GTI, with 94
countries improving, compared to 46 that deteriorated. This is
the highest number of countries to record a year on year
improvement since 2004 and reflects the increased emphasis
placed on countering terrorism around the world since the
surge in violence in 2013.

The large falls in the number of deaths in Iraq and Syria is
mainly the result of ISIL’s continuing decline. The number of
deaths from terrorist attacks attributed to ISIL fell by 52 per
cent in 2017, with total incidents falling by 22 per cent. There
was a corresponding decrease in the lethality of attacks,
highlighting the weakening capacity of the organisation. ISIL
has now lost most of its territory and sources of revenue and is
actively redirecting resources away from the Middle East and
into North Africa, sub-Saharan Africa, and Southeast Asia.

Despite its reduced capacity, ISIL remained the deadliest
terrorist group globally in 2017. The decline of ISIL has also
been reflected in the level of terrorist activity in Europe, with
the number of deaths falling by 75 per cent, from 827 in 2016 to
204 in 2017. Preliminary data for 2018 suggests this trend will
continue, as less than ten deaths from terrorism have been
recorded in Western Europe from January to October 2018.
Afghanistan was the country that recorded the highest number
of terrorism deaths in 2017. The number of deaths was
approximately the same as the prior year.

Angola and Spain had the largest deteriorations in score in the
GTI. Angola’s score deteriorated because of a gas attack on a
Jehovah’s Witnesses convention which left 405 people injured,
but resulted in no fatalities. Spain’s score deteriorated because
of the attacks in Barcelona in August 2017. Spain also recorded
one of the five largest deteriorations on the Global Peace Index
for 2017, highlighting broader concerns related to social unrest.

Somalia and Egypt recorded the largest increases in the number
of deaths from terrorism in 2017. In Somalia, Al-Shabaab was
responsible for the single largest terrorist attack in 2017, when a
truck bomb detonated outside a hotel, killing 587 people. Egypt
experienced the second largest terrorist attack of 2017, when
the Sinai Province of the Islamic State attacked the al-Rawda
mosque, killing 311 people and injuring 122. The attack was the
deadliest in Egyptian history.

Europe was the region with the biggest improvement from the
impact of terrorism and recorded a marked fall in terrorist
activity, despite the threat of returnees and online radicalisation.
The number of deaths in Western Europe fell from 168 in 2016 to
81in 2017. Turkey, France, Belgium, and Germany recorded the
most significant falls, with only the UK, Spain, Sweden, Finland,
and Austria registering increases.

Despite the fall in deaths, the number of terrorist incidents
increased to 282 in Europe, up from 253 in the prior year.
Furthermore, eight countries in Western Europe recorded at
least one death from terrorism in 2017, the highest number in
the past twenty years. The decreased lethality of terrorist attacks
in Western Europe indicates that ISIL’s ability to plan and
coordinate larger scale terrorist attacks has reduced, and that
increased counterterrorism measures are working, at least in the
short term.

Although the total number of deaths from terrorism has fallen,
the impact of terrorism remains widespread. In 2017, 67
countries experienced at least one death from terrorism, which
is the second highest number of countries recording one death
in the past twenty years. However, it is a fall from the peak of 79
countries in 2016. There were 19 countries that recorded over a
hundred deaths from terrorism in 2017, and five that recorded
more than a thousand.

The global economic impact of terrorism was US$52 billion in
2017, 42 per cent lower than in 2016. Compared to other forms
of violence such as homicide, armed conflict, and military
expenditure, terrorism is a small percentage of the total global
cost of violence, which was equal to 14.76 trillion dollars (PPP) in
2017. It should be noted that the figures for terrorism are
conservative as they do not account for the indirect impacts on
business, investment and the costs associated with security
agencies in countering terrorism. Terrorism also has wide-
ranging economic consequences that have the potential to
spread quickly through the global economy with significant
social ramifications.
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Conflict remains the primary driver of terrorism in most
countries throughout the world. The ten countries with the
highest impact of terrorism are all engaged in at least one
conflict. These ten countries accounted for 84 per cent of all
deaths from terrorism in 2017. When combined with countries
with high levels of political terror the number jumps to over 99
per cent. Political terror involves extra-judicial killings, torture
and imprisonment without trial.

In countries with high levels of economic development, factors
other than conflict and human rights abuses are more strongly
correlated with the impact of terrorism. Social alienation, lack
of economic opportunity, and involvement in an external
conflict are the major factors associated with terrorist activity
in Western Europe, North America, and other highly
economically-developed regions.

There is a growing body of evidence which indicates that
people in Western Europe with a criminal background may be
especially susceptible to alignment with extremist beliefs,
radicalisation, and possible recruitment by terrorist groups.
Most of the studies conducted in Western Europe find that
more than 40 per cent of foreign fighters and those arrested
for terrorist activity have some form of criminal background.
This pattern of recruitment is of particular concern for
countries in Western Europe, with the number of returning
foreign fighters expected to grow in the years ahead as ISIL
continues to crumble in Iraq and Syria.

Although the fall in the impact of terrorism has been consistent
for the past three years, there are areas in which the threat of
terrorism looks set to increase in the near future. The collapse
of ISIL in Irag and Syria has moved the group’s activities
elsewhere, in particular to the Maghreb and Sahel regions,
most notably in Libya, Niger, and Mali, and Southeast Asia,
most notably the Philippines. Additionally, there has also been a
resurgence of the pastoral conflict in Nigeria over the past year,
with Fulani extremists carrying out a number of high-profile
attacks in the past six months.

Elsewhere, the threat of far-right political terrorism is on the
rise. There were 66 deaths from terrorism caused by far-right
groups and individuals from 113 attacks for the years from 2013
to 2017. Of those, 17 deaths and 47 attacks occurred in 2017
alone. In Western Europe, there were 12 attacks in the UK, six in
Sweden, and two each in Greece and France. In the US, there
were 30 attacks in 2017 which resulted in 16 deaths. The
majority of attacks were carried out by lone actors with
far-right, white nationalist, or anti-Muslim beliefs.
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Key Findings

Results

Deaths from terrorism decreased by 27 per cent
from 2016 to 2017. There were 18,814 deaths in 2017.

Ninety-four countries improved their scores on the
GTI, while 46 deteriorated.

Afghanistan had more deaths from terrorism than
any other country in 2017, overtaking Iraq.

Despite severe territorial and financial losses,
Islamic State remained the deadliest terrorist group
in 2017, even though deaths attributed to the group
fell by 52 per cent from the prior year.

Irag had the largest reduction in the number of
deaths in 2017, with deaths falling from 7,368 to
3,554, a 56 per cent reduction. This was the lowest
number of deaths from terrorism in Iraq since 2012.

Egypt and Somalia had the largest increases in
deaths from terrorism, with deaths increasing by 123
per cent and 93 per cent respectively.

Al-Shabaab committed the deadliest attack of 2017,
which killed 587 people. In Egypt, the Islamic State-
Sinai Province carried out the second deadliest
attack, which killed 311 people.

67 countries recorded at least one death from
terrorism in 2017. This is the second highest number
of countries since 2002, but a significant fall from
the 79 countries that recorded at least one death in
2016.

Europe had the biggest year on year percentage
improvement, with total deaths falling by 75 per

cent. France, Germany, and Belgium all recorded
significant falls in deaths from terrorism.

The estimated economic impact of terrorism in 2017
was US$52 billion. However, the true economic
impact of terrorism is likely to be much higher.

Trends in Terrorism

This is the third consecutive year that number of
deaths from terrorism has decreased. Deaths are
now 44 per cent below their peak in 2014.

When compared to the peak of terrorist deaths

in 2014, the largest falls in the number of deaths
occurred in Iraq, Nigeria, and Pakistan, with falls of
6,466, 5,950, and 912 deaths respectively.

Every region in the world recorded a higher average
impact of terrorism in 2017 than in 2002. The
increase in the impact of terrorism was greatest in
the Middle East and North Africa, followed by sub-
Saharan Africa.

The lethality of terrorist attacks has declined as
the operational capacity of groups like ISIL has
fallen over the past three years. Twenty per cent
of terrorist attacks were unsuccessful in 2017,
compared to just over 12 per cent in 2014.

Bombings and armed assaults have been the most
common form of terrorist attack every year for the
past twenty years.

Over 99 per cent of all deaths from terrorism have
occurred in countries involved in a violent conflict
or with high levels of political terror.

Battle deaths and deaths from terrorism have moved
in tandem in Afghanistan, Iraq, Nigeria, Somalia,
Syria, and Pakistan.

Terrorist attacks have been more lethal on average
in conflict-affected countries than countries not in
conflict for every year bar one since 2002.

In 2017, terrorist attacks in conflict-affected
countries killed an average of 2.4 people per attack,
compared to 0.84 in countries without conflict.

In Western Europe, deaths fell by 52 per cent, from
168 in 2016 to 81 in 2017. From January until October
2018, fewer than ten deaths were recorded in the
region.

Despite the fall in deaths, the number of incidents
rose in Western Europe. Increased counter-terrorism
spending and security measures have reduced the
lethality of attacks.

Far-right terrorism is a growing concern. The
number of deaths from terrorism associated with
far-right groups and individuals has increased from
three in 2014, to 17 in 2017.
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Emerging Hotspots of Terrorism

The level of violence and terrorist activity in Irag and
Syria has fallen considerably in the last two years.
Iraq recorded the biggest fall in 2017, a trend which
seems to have continued in 2018.

ISIL has lost most of its territory and sources of
revenue in Syria and Irag. However, affiliate groups
in other regions are becoming more active.

In the Maghreb and Sahel regions of Northern
Africa, there has been a resurgence of terrorist
activity in the past two years, most notably of
Al-Qa’ida. As of March 2018 there were more than
9,000 members of terrorist groups active in the
region, mostly concentrated in Libya and Algeria.

In Nigeria in 2018, there has been a dramatic
increase in violence involving Fulani extremists even
as deaths committed by Boko Haram are falling.

In Southeast Asia, the Philippines and Myanmar
recorded the highest number of deaths from
terrorism in 2017 since 2002.

Patterns in Terrorist Recruitment

Conflict and political terror are the primary drivers
of terrorist activity.

In countries with high levels of economic
development other factors are more closely linked
to terrorism, such as social cohesion, alienation, and
involvement in external conflict.

In Western Europe, individuals with a history of
criminality are especially susceptible to recruitment.
Best estimates suggest that between 40 and 60

per cent of ISIL foreign fighters have a criminal
background.

Extremists groups provide a ‘redemption narrative’
for alienated young people with a criminal
background, whilst also allowing them to use their
illicit skills and networks.

The number of returnee foreign fighters is expected
to increase in the coming year. Some estimates
suggest that over 40,000 foreign fighters have
joined ISIL in Syria and Iraq since the beginning of
2013.

Different countries place different emphases on
punishment and rehabilitation for foreign fighters.
Countries with majority Muslim populations are
more likely to focus on de-radicalisation and
rehabilitation while Western countries are more
likely to rely on punitive approaches.
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About the

Global Terrorism Index

The Global Terrorism Index (GTl) is a comprehensive study analysing the impact of terrorism for 163
countries and which covers 99.7 per cent of the world's population.

Given the significant resources committed to counter terrorism
by governments across the world, it is important to analyse and
aggregate the available data to better understand its various
properties.

Examples of the information contained in this study are:

+ The differing socio-economic conditions under
which it occurs.

+ The longer term trends and how terrorism changes
over time.

+ The geopolitical drivers associated with terrorism
and ideological aims of terrorist groups.

« The types of strategies deployed by terrorists, their
tactical targets and how these have evolved over
time.

In this context, one of the key aims of the GTl is to examine

these trends. It also aims to help inform a positive, practical
debate about the future of terrorism and the required policy
responses.

The GTl is based on the Global Terrorism Database (GTD): the
most authoritative data source on terrorism today. The GTI
produces a composite score so as to provide an ordinal ranking
of countries on the impact of terrorism. The GTD is unique in
that it consists of systematically and comprehensively coded
data for 170,000 terrorist incidents.

The GTI was developed in consultation with the Global Peace
Index Expert Panel. The GTI scores each country on a scale
from O to 10; where O represents no impact from terrorism and
10 represents the highest measurable impact of terrorism.
Countries are ranked in descending order with the worst scores
listed first in the index.

Defining terrorism is not a straightforward matter. There is no
single internationally accepted definition of what constitutes
terrorism and the terrorism literature abounds with competing
definitions and typologies. IEP accepts the terminology and
definitions agreed to by the GTD and the National Consortium
for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START).

The GTI therefore defines terrorism as ‘the threatened or actual
use of illegal force and violence by a non-state actor to attain a
political, economic, religious, or social goal through fear,
coercion, or intimidation.’

This definition recognises that terrorism is not only the physical
act of an attack but also the psychological impact it has on a

society for many years after. Therefore, the index score
accounts for terrorist attacks over the prior five years.

In order to be included as an incident in the GTD, the act has to
be ‘an intentional act of violence or threat of violence by a
non-state actor.’ This means an incident has to meet three
criteria in order for it to be counted as a terrorist act:

1. Theincident must be intentional - the result of a conscious
calculation on the part of a perpetrator.

2. Theincident must entail some level of violence or threat of
violence - including property damage as well as violence
against people.

3. The perpetrators of the incidents must be sub-national
actors. This database does not include acts of state
terrorism.

In addition to this baseline definition, two of the following three
criteria have to be met in order to be included in the START
database from 1997:

» The violent act was aimed at attaining a political,
economic, religious or social goal.

« The violent act included evidence of an intention to
coerce, intimidate or convey some other message
to a larger audience other than to the immediate
victims.

« The violent act was outside the precepts of
international humanitarian law.

In cases where there is insufficient information to make a
definitive distinction about whether it is a terrorist incident
within the confines of the definition, the database codes these
incidents as ‘doubt terrorism proper’. In order to only count
unambiguous incidents of terrorism, this study does not include
doubted incidents.

It is important to understand how incidents are counted.
According to the GTD codebook, ‘incidents occurring in both
the same geographic and temporal point will be regarded as a
single incident, but if either the time of the occurrence of the
incidents or their locations are discontinuous, the events will be
regarded as separate incidents.

Illustrative examples from the GTD codebook are as follows:

« Four truck bombs explode nearly simultaneously in
different parts of a major city. This represents four
incidents.

« A bomb goes off and while police are working on
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“Defining terrorismisnota
straightforward matter.

Thereis no single internationally-
accepted definition of what
constitutes terrorism, and the
terrorism literature abounds
with competing definitions

and typologies.”

the scene the next day, they are attacked by

terrorists with automatic weapons. These are two

separate incidents as they were not continuous
given the time lag between the two events.

« A group of militants shoot and kill five guards at
perimeter checkpoint of a petroleum refinery an
then proceeds to set explosives and destroy the
refinery. This is one incident since it occurred in
single location (the petroleum refinery) and was
continuous event.

« A group of hijackers diverts a plane to Senegal a
while at an airport in Senegal, shoots two

a
d

a
one

nd,

Senegalese policemen. This is one incident since the

hijacking was still in progress at the time of the

shooting and hence the two events occurred at the

same time and in the same place.
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2018
GLOBAL

TERRORISM
INDEX

MEASURING THE IMPACT
OF TERRORISM

THE IMPACT OF TERRORISM

VERY HIGH HIGH MEDIUM Low VERY LOW NOIMPACT NOT INCLUDED

10

RANK RANK RANK
RANK COUNTRY SCORE CHANGE RANK COUNTRY SCORE CHANGE RANK COUNTRY SCORE CHANGE

1 @® Iraq 9.746 -— 29 Saudi Arabia 5.479 3 57 Canada 3.527 19
2 @ Afghanistan 9.391 — 30 France 5.475 7 58 Chile 3.454 12
3 @ Nigeria 8.660 -— 31 Palestine 5.330 1 59 Paraguay 3.443 2
4 @ Syria 8.315 — 32 Burundi 5.316 4 60 Jordan 3.404 9
5 @ Pakistan 8.181 -— 33 Nepal 5.295 1 61 Rep of the Congo 3.368 14
6 @ Somalia 8.020 ™1 34 Russia 5.230 1 61 Tanzania 3.368 3
7 @ India 7568 M 35 Lebanon 5.154 6 63 Cote d' Ivoire 3.276 10
8 @ Yemen 7534 2 36 China 5108 5 64 Kuwait 3126 14
9 ® Egypt 7.345 12 37 Burkina Faso 4.81 6 65 Ireland 3.045 1

0 @ Philippines 7181 2 38 Chad 4752 4 66 Peru 2.950 46
1" @ Dem. Rep Congo 7.055 2 39 Germany 4.601 1 67 Japan 2.926 9
12 @ Turkey 7.036 3 40 Mozambique 4.579 1 68 Australia 2.827 3
13 @ Libya 6.987 3 4 Israel 4.578 5 69 Italy 2736 -

14 @ South Sudan 6.756 — 42 Indonesia 4543 - 70 Malaysia 2.700 9
15 @ Central AfricanRep  6.719 *4 43 Angola 4.473 176 VA Kosovo 2.694 —

16 @ Cameroon 6.615 1 44 Iran 4.399 18 72 Madagascar 2613 9
17 @ Thailand 6.252 1 45 Greece 4.291 M 73 Finland 2.501 13
18 @ Sudan 6.178 - 46 South Africa 4.263 M 74 Tajikistan 2.233 4
19 @ Kenya 6.114 13 a7 Tunisia 4.088 6 75 Kazakhstan 2.228 8
20 @ USA 6.066 ~12 48 Belgium 4.060 8 76 Rwanda 2177 25
21 @ Ukraine 6.048 4 49 Sri Lanka 4.048 +19 77 Papua New Guinea  2.040 4 86
22 @ Mali 6.015 43 50 Spain 4.024 4 36 78 Netherlands 1.960 5
23 @ Niger 6.004 3 51 Sweden 3.936 13 79 Austria 1.852 +10
24 Myanmar 5.916 +13 52 Uganda 3.926 7 80 Kyrgyz Republic 1719 1

25 Bangladesh 5.697 4 53 Bahrain 3.883 2 81 Haiti 1714 8
26 Ethiopia 5.631 2 54 Algeria 3.763 5 81 Honduras 1714 46
27 Colombia 5.611 — 55 Venezuela 3.665 ™1 83 Armenia 1.692 8
28 United Kingdom 5.610 7 56 Mexico 3.533 6 84 Argentina 1.680 M13

GLOBAL TERRORISM INDEX 2018 | 8



RANK

85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
929
100
101
102
103
104
104
106
107
107
109
110
m
1n2

COUNTRY

Laos

Zimbabwe
Czech Republic
Ecuador
Georgia

Brazil

Bosnia & Herzegovina
Cyprus

Gabon

Jamaica

Sierra Leone
Senegal

Albania
Azerbaijan
Taiwan

Denmark
Nicaragua
Poland

Djibouti
Vietham

Zambia
Macedonia (FYR)
Latvia

Malawi
Dominican Republic
Hungary
Uruguay

Guinea

1.675
1.569
1.562
1.47
1.422
1.388
1.339
1.206
1198
1.091
1.066
1.012
1.008
0.957
0.943
0.817
0.747
0719
0.705
0.663
0.663
0.649
0.458
0.458
0.382
0.363
0.344
0.324

RANK
SCORE CHANGE

5
430

458
458

455

455
n
n
n
n

RANK

13
14
14
16
16
16
19
120
121

122
123
124
125
126
127
128
128
130
130
132
132
132
135
135
137
138
138
138

COUNTRY

Bulgaria

New Zealand
South Korea
Moldova
Estonia
Serbia

Liberia
Guatemala
Lesotho
Ghana
Norway
Switzerland
Trinidad and Tobago
Slovakia
United Arab Emirates
Guyana
Panama
Iceland

Qatar
Montenegro
Morocco
Uzbekistan
Bhutan
Cambodia
Croatia
Belarus
Guinea-Bissau
Bolivia

RANK
SCORE CHANGE

0.315
0.286
0.286
0.229
0.229
0.229
0.210
0.205
0.191
0.162
0.153
0.134
0.124
0.115
0.105
0.076
0.076
0.057
0.057
0.038
0.038
0.038
0.019
0.019
0.014
0.000
0.000
0.000
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138
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138
138
138
138
138
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138
138
138
138
138
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138
138
138
138
138

COUNTRY

Benin
Botswana
Costa Rica
Cuba

El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Lithuania
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mongolia
Namibia
North Korea
Oman
Portugal
Romania
Singapore
Slovenia
Eswatini
The Gambia
Timor-Leste
Togo
Turkmenistan

RANK
SCORE CHANGE

0.000
0.000
0.000
0.000
0.000
0.000
0.000
0.000
0.000
0.000
0.000
0.000
0.000
0.000
0.000
0.000
0.000
0.000
0.000
0.000
0.000
0.000
0.000
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TERRORIST
INCIDENTS

The twenty most fatal terrorist attacks in 2017

All attacks in 2017 scaled by number of fatalities

O Worst attacks in 2017

1 COUNTRY SOMALIA CITY MOGADISHU DEATHS 588 A gjicide bomber detonated an explosives-laden truck outside the Safari
DATE 14/10/2017 GROUP AL-SHABAAB Hotel at the K5 intersection in Hodan neighbourhood, Mogadishu, Somalia.

2 COUNTRY EGYPT cIry BEIR AL-ABD DEATHS 311 Asgailants detonated an explosive device and opened fire on Al-Rawda

SINAI PROVINCE OF mosque in Al-Rawda, Beir al-Abd, North Sinai, Egypt.

DATE 24/11/2018 GROUP  JF |SLAMIC STATE d gyp

3 COUNTRY IRAQ CITY MosuL DEATHS 230  aggailants stormed a residential building and took civilians hostages in
DATE 17/3/2017 GROUP  ISIL Maawsil al-Jadidah neighbourhood, Mosul, Nineveh, Iraq.

4  COUNTRY IRAQ CITY TAL AFAR DEATHS 200 agsailants abducted 200 Turkmen civilians from Tal Afar, Nineveh, Iraqg.
DATE 4/6/2017 GROUP  ISIL The hostages were executed on July 4, 2017.

5 COUNTRY IRAQ CITY MOSUL DEATHS 163 Snipers opened fire on fleeing civilians in Zanjili neighbourhood,
DATE 1/6/2017 GROUP  ISIL Mosul, Irag.

6  COUNTRY LIBYA CITY BRAK DEATHS 141  Assailants attacked Brak al-Shati Airbase near Brak, Wadi Al Shatii, Libya.
DATE 18/5/2017 GROUP  MISRATA BRIGADES

7  COUNTRY CAR Iy ALINDAO DEATHS 133 aggailants attacked civilians in Alindao, Basse-Kotto, Central African

UNION FOR PEACE IN Republic (CAR).

DATE 8/5/2017 GROUP  CENTRAL AFRICA (UPC) P ¢ )

8  COUNTRY SYRIA CITy QARYATAYN DEATHS 128  pgqailants overtook the town and abducted approximately 128 residents in
DATE 2/10/2017 GROUP  ISIL Qaryatayn, Homs, Syria. All 128 hostages were executed.

9  COUNTRY SYRIA CITY ALEPPO DEATHS 127 A gyjicide bomber detonated an explosives-laden vehicle near an evacuation
DATE 15/4/2017 GROUP  JAYSH AL-ISLAM (SYRIA) bus convoy in Rashidin neighbourhood, Aleppo, Syria.

10  COUNTRY CAR Ty BANGASSOU DEATHS 108  aqqailants armed with projectiles and firearms attacked Muslim civilians and
DATE 13/5/2017 GROUP  ANTI-BALAKA MILITIA a UN Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in the CAR base.
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11 COUNTRY IRAQ CITY MOSUL DEATHS 100 pgqqilants detonated explosives at the Great Mosque of al-Nuri in Mosul,
DATE 21/6/2017 GROUP  ISIL Nineveh, Iraq.

12 COUNTRY AFGHANISTAN CITY KABUL DEATHS 93 A guicide bomber detonated an explosives-laden sewage tanker near
DATE 31/5/2017 GROUP EF;I_I\(H_%SASAN Zanbaq Square in Wazir Akbar Khan, Kabul, Afghanistan.

13  COUNTRY PAKISTAN crry SEHWAN DEATHS 91 A gicide bomber detonated at Lal Shahbaz Qalandar Sufi Shrine in

IS - KHORASAN Sehwan, Sindh, Pakistan.

DATE 16/2/2017 GROUP  GLAPTER

14 COUNTRY SOMALIA CITy AF URUR DEATHS 77 A syicide bomber detonated an explosives-laden vehicle near a Somali
DATE 8/6/2017 GROUP AL-SHABAAB National Army (SNA) base in Af-Urur, Bari, Somalia.

15 COUNTRY SYRIA Ity DEIR EZ-ZOR DEATHS 76 A gyicide bomber detonated an explosives-laden vehicle at a refugee
DATE 4/11/2017 GROUP  ISIL centre between Deir ez-Zor and Jafrah in Deir ez-Zor governorate, Syria.

16  COUNTRY AFGHANISTAN CITY GARDEZ DEATHS 74 g\jicide bombers detonated explosives-laden vehicles outside a police
DATE 17/10/2017 GROUP TALIBAN compound and training centre in Gardez, Paktia, Afghanistan.

17 COUNTRY NIGERIA CITY ZAKI BIAM DEATHS 73  Assailants opened fire at a market in Zaki Biam, Benue, Nigeria.
DATE 20/3/2017 GROUP  FULANI EXTREMISTS

18 COUNTRY AFGHANISTAN CITY GOMAL DISTRICT DEATHS 72 agsailants attacked police posts and the district centre in Gomal, Paktika,
DATE 2/8/2017 GROUP  TALIBAN Afghanistan.

19 COUNTRY AFGHANISTAN CITY MIRZA WULANG DEATHS 72 aggailants attacked civilians and security personnel in Mirza Wulang, Sari
DATE 3/8/2017 GROUP  TALIBAN Pul, Afghanistan. Clashes ensued that lasted until August 5, 2017.

20 COUNTRY NIGERIA CITY JIBI DEATHS 69  Assailants opened fire on a Frontier Exploration Services team convoy.
DATE 25/7/2017 GROUP BOKO HARAM
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Results

TERRORISM IN 2017

A fall in the intensity of conflict in the Middle East, the decline
of ISIL, and an increase in counterterrorism activity has meant
that the total number of deaths from terrorism declined for the
third consecutive year, falling by 27 per cent to 18,814 deaths in
2017. This compares to 25,774 the year before. The number of
deaths has now fallen 44 per cent from its peak in 2014.

The year on year fall in deaths was mirrored by a fall in the
number of attacks, which fell 23 per cent from 2016 to 2017.
Preliminary data for 2018 suggests that despite the
intensification of conflict in some areas, most notably Nigeria,
the downward trend will continue.

The Global Terrorism Index (GTI) found that the decrease in the
impact of terrorism was spread across many countries, with
many more improving than deteriorating. Ninety-four countries
improved their score, compared to only 46 that deteriorated.
Similarly, there was a fall in the number of terrorist attacks in 61

FIGURE 1.1
Total terrorism deaths by country, 2016-2017

Total deaths from terrorism fell 27% from 2016 to 2017.
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countries, while 51 countries had a reduction in the total
number of deaths from terrorism.

The single greatest improvement occurred in Iraq, where the
number of deaths fell from 9,783 in 2016 to 4,271 in 2017, a 56
per cent improvement. This fall in deaths in Iraq meant that the
highest number of deaths from terrorism in 2017 was recorded
in Afghanistan, marking only the third time in the last 15 years
that Iraq did not have the highest number of deaths from
terrorism.

Figure 1.1 shows the composition of deaths from terrorism by
country for 2016 and 2017. Of the countries that experienced the
most deaths from terrorism, only Somalia saw a significant
increase, with a sm<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>